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Our Story to Tell 

-Clayton Wraith, WFOA Executive Director 

As the 2025 albacore season gets underway, the 
WFOA Board of Directors and staff would like 
to extend our warmest wishes to all our mem-
bers, crew, families, and supporting businesses. 

 
Each season brings new challenges and new op-
portunitiesðand weôre proud to represent this 
fleet. Whether youôre a greenhorn making your 
first trip to the grounds or youôre celebrating 
your fiftieth season, weôre grateful for the hard 
work, collaboration, and grit that define this 
fishery.  

 

Stay safe out there-and best of luck this season!  
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     We need to tell our own story. Never 
in my life have I heard or seen so many 
different groups showing interest in our 
industry. While you get ready to head 
out to sea there is an increasingly conse-
quential dialogue going on about who is 
doing what, where in the ocean. Re-
ports, ratifications, executive orders, 
proposals, surveys, treaties, conferences. 
Harvest strategies, seafood tariffs, IUU, 
port state measures, labor practices, cer-
tifications, recommendations, limita-
tions. RFMOs, NGOs, CEOs, IPOs, 
shoot, folks are looking underwater for 
UFOs.  In this newsletter alone there are 
articles outlining issues that could im-
pact our livelihood for decades.  

     A lot of people discussing these is-
sues havenôt been spending enough time 
talking with the folks on the water. 
There seems to be a lot more talk about 
fishermen, than talking to fishermen. A 
lot more telling fishermen to listen, than 
listening to fishermen. For better or 
worse, a story of who we are and what 
we do is being told. We have become 
characters in a drama of overfishing, 
environmental degradation, greed, slav-
ery, and economic blight. A drama 

where ours is a dying industry better 
suited for a bygone era than a priority 
for the future of food.   

     Thatôs not the story I know. The 
characters in our story know this is 
more than a job, itôs a passion that 
spans generations. That our boats are 
more than a metric to be calculated, 
they are the heartbeat of a working wa-
terfront. That our product is more than 
a global commodity impacted by tar-
iffs, itôs an essential season for a fleet 
of families and the best pound for 
pound protein you can harvest any-
where in the world.  

     The WFOA is working hard to tell 
that story. The information you pro-
vide, the photos and videos you send 
our way, your commendations and 
even the critical feedback are essential 
to our efforts. Your contributions help 
us push back unfair narratives, create 
enthusiasm for the future of our fleet, 
and rebut inaccurate justifications for 
unnecessary regulation. I realize that 
the realities of our industry make it 
tough to focus on much more than 
keeping the boat on the water, catching 

your share, and keeping hope alive for 
2025. But we need to be intentional 
about engagement now more than ever. 
So when you get a chance to respond to 
surveys, or provide feedback, please 
take a few minutes to do so. It might 
feel like one more thing to add to the 
list, but itôs one more thing that really 
matters.  

     So thank you for supporting. Thank 
you for joining the fight. We canôt af-
ford to have someone else tell the story 
of the West Coast albacore fleet, itôs 
your story to tell.  
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No Canadian Treaty for ʱʯʱʴ Season 
-WFOA Staff  

     According to correspondence sent 
out by the Department of State on May 
27th, the United States and Canada 
will not have a reciprocal fishing and 
port access regime under the Pacific Al-
bacore Tuna Treaty (Treaty) during the 
2025 season. Head of the US delegation 
Dave Hogan explained that the negotia-
tions for a new Treaty regime had, 
ñtimed out in terms of establishing a 
regime for this year and offering bene-
fits of port access in advance of the sea-
son.ò   

     Delegation communications between 
the US and Canada that began in De-
cember 2024, are on an extended pause 
in accordance with an executive memo 
issued when the Trump Administration 
took office. The memo directed the De-
partment of State to pause all ongoing 
negotiations so that a comprehensive 
review of the negotiations between the 
US and other countries could be re-
viewed to determine whether any poten-
tial agreements aligned with the Admin-
istrationôs diplomatic priorities.  

     In response to the memo and the 
freeze on international negotiations, the 

US delegation cut off any ongoing ne-
gotiations with Canda for a new recip-
rocal fishing and port access regime.   

     Hoping to build on ñthe good pro-
gressò that the delegation had made 
prior to the freeze, Mr. Hogan began 
the pursuit of a waiver that would ex-
empt the Tuna Treaty discussions from 
the State Departmentôs negotiation 
freeze. The justification for the pro-
posed exemption is based on the urgen-
cy in Treaty discussions, the im-
portance of timeliness to fishermen, 
and the fact that this negotiation was 
not a new treaty but a negotiation of a 
regime within an already ratified treaty.  

     Despite the diplomatic freeze, the 
scientific communities from each coun-
try completed the annual data exchange 
in April. This led some to believe that 
negotiations could resume before the 
season. Ultimately the waiver process 
timed out, but information, including 
effort levels and landing data, are 
available to members by contacting the 
office.  

     The lack of an agreement has al-
ready impacted preparations for this 

season and will continue to be a factor 
shaping the 2025 albacore season. Itôs 
unclear when or if the negotiations will 
continue.  During the latest Pacific Fish-
ery Management Council (PFMC) held 
in early June, the National Marine Fish-
eries Service (NMFS) confirmed that the 
waiver was still pending. A report to the 
Council on international matters ex-
plained, ñ(t)he Department of State will 
continue to pursue a waiver to proceed 
with legally binding negotiations for 
2026, and a stakeholder call will be 
scheduled for fall 2025 to discuss pro-
gress on these issues.ò  

     In response to the NMFS report the 
Highly Migratory Species Advisory 
Subpanel (HMSAS), which includes 
several WFOA members, advocated that 
ñthe State Department will prioritize 
allowing discussions on a potential re-
gime under the Treaty so those conver-
sations can begin before the end of the 
year. There remains an interest in a fu-
ture regime provided the terms are fair 
to U.S. fishery participants and donôt 
disproportionately benefit Canadian har-
vesters.ò   



  
Page 3 

  

    

June ʱʯʱʴ WFOA Est. ʰʸʵʶ 

     This spring, the WFOA completed its 
annual series of District Meetings, con-
necting with albacore fishermen and 
industry stakeholders from northern 
Washington to southern California. 
These in-person events created meaning-
ful opportunities for dialogue, local en-
gagement, and momentum heading into 
the 2025 fishing season. 

     Executive Director Clayton Wraith 
called the tour a success: ñWe had great 
feedback all along the coast. It was clear 
to me that when given the opportunity to 
share their opinions and address im-
portant issues, the fleet is ready to en-
gage.ò 

     Meetings were held in Seattle, West-
port, Astoria, Newport, and Coos Bay, 
and throughout Californiaôs coastal ports 
including Crescent City, Eureka, Fort 
Bragg, Bodega Bay, Moss Landing, 
Morro Bay, and San Diego. Venues 
ranged from port offices to private resi-
dences, and were generously hosted by 
harbormasters, WFOA members, and 
fishing families. 

     Each meeting offered updates on a 
wide range of topics, including: federal 
and international policy developments, 
offshore wind, albacore market trends, 
and port-specific concerns. Conversa-
tions were candid and constructive. 
Whether in formal presentations or im-

promptu dockside chats, the goal was 
the sameðcreate space for honest dis-
cussion and shared strategy. 

     Across regions, several common 
concerns surfaced: 

Trading Dollars for Dollars:  

     Fishermen voiced concerns about 
the cost of fishing outpacing returns. 
As one Westport fisherman put it, ñIf I 
drive the boat around for three months, 
catch my share of fish, and by the end 
of the season I barely break evenðor 
worse? Iôm better off leaving the boat 
tied up.ò Early indicators for 2025 sug-
gest improved market conditions, but 
members need to see that translate into 
real economic improvements to contin-
ue investing effort into the fishery.  
 

Aging Fleet and Infrastructure:  

     Across multiple ports, members not-
ed the growing challenges of maintain-
ing older vessels and the lack of young-
er entrants into the fishery. This is a 
critical issue and the organization is 
exploring ways to support long-term 
fleet viability and generational renewal. 

Regulatory Frustration:  

     From permitting delays to policy 
inconsistency, members expressed fa-
tigue with bureaucratic hurdles. WFOA 
continues to advocate for policies that 

District Meeting Wrap Up 
-WFOA Staff  

support sustainable, profitable fisher-
iesðnot just paperwork and added 
costs. 

     These meetings also sparked new 
membership applications, allowed distri-
bution of updated marketing and out-
reach materials, and strengthened rela-
tionships with port officials and buyers. 
Some of the most meaningful moments 
werenôt on the agenda. As Wraith put it, 
ñWayne always said if you want to talk 
with fishermen, go to the docks. That 
proved true. Some of our best conversa-
tions happened around gear piles, truck 
beds, and boat ramps.ò 

     WFOA extends sincere thanks to 
everyone who helped host, participate 
in, or support this yearôs meetings. Ca-
tering support in Westport and Coos Bay 
came from valued community support-
ers: Marinos, local fishermen, and the 
Oregon Albacore Commission. Englund 
Marine provided numerous venues and 
logistic support and Wild Planet and 
MSC provided giveaways. The work 
ahead is realðbut so is the strength, 
clarity, and commitment of the fleet. 
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MSC Certiýcation 
Update 
-WFOA Staff  
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     The WFOA and the American Alba-
core Fishermen's Association (AAFA) 
agreed to terms of a Marine Steward-
ship Council (MSC) certificate-sharing 
agreement for the North and South Pa-
cific albacore pole-and troll fisheries. 
The agreement satisfies the require-
ments of the latest MSC evaluation cri-
teria by outlining a clear agreement on 
how the certificate holders will manage 
compliance and vessel eligibility. At the 
center of the negotiations between the 
associations were the requirements and 
procedures for maintaining an accurate 
and timely List of Eligible Vessels 
(Vessel List). Previous MSC versions 
allowed more flexibility for each associ-
ation and had no specific restrictions on 
the timeline of adding qualified vessels 
to the list throughout the season. The 
new agreement sets out specific dates 
for when each certificate holder can add 
qualifying boats to the Vessel List.  

     In advance of the North Pacific alba-
core season boats need to be included 
on the list of eligible vessels submitted 
to the MSC by June 1st of each season if 
they want to sell MSC Certified fish. 
For the South Pacific albacore season, 
boats need to be included on the list by 
December 1st.  To address the scenario 
of a vessel that wants to participate in 
the MSC chain of custody but isnôt in-
cluded on the Vessel List by the initial 
cut-off date, the associations agreed to a 
mid-season add on period. The North 
Pacific mid-season update will take 
place on August 10th. While the South 
Pacific mid-season add-on date will be 
February 10th.  

     The WFOA will continue to work 
with vessel owners and buyers to facili-
tate participation in the MSC chain of 
custody. Any vessel not listed here or 
on AAFA's roster will not be eligible to 
sell MSC fish. Any vessels interested in 
getting on the mid-season list should 
contact the office no later than August 
7th.  

-¢ƘŜ ŬƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ a{/ ǿŜōπ
ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŬǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΦƳǎŎΦƻǊƎκŜƴκŬǎƘŜǊƛŜǎκŀŀŦŀ-ŀƴŘ-ǿŦƻŀ-ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǇŀŎƛŬŎ-ŀƭōŀŎƻǊŜ-ǘǳƴŀκϪϪǾƛŜǿΦ  

https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/aafa-and-wfoa-north-pacific-albacore-tuna/@@view
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      ñIt all started when I was conceived on a commercial fishing boat in 1960.ò And 
so begins Henry DeRonden-Pos fishing tale. As a 3rd generation fisherman, heôs 
been passionate about fishing for a long time.  His grandfather got his start in San 
Francisco running charter boats, became a decorated Merchant Marine, and eventual-
ly dabbled in commercial fishing.  Henryôs dad followed in his fatherôs footsteps, 
buying a boat after high school and going on to become a Merchant Marine and fish-
erman.  

     Henry was born into the lifestyle and his dad continued to guide him down the 
fishing path, ñI was going to be a fisherman, whether I wanted to or not.ò When he 
was eight years old, he started fishing on his dadôs boat, the Fortune. Ten years later 
he would be captain of his first boat, a little 28-footer out of Depoe Bay called the 
Cindy R. ñI fished that little gas engine from Destruction Island to Cape Blanco. No 
electronics, just a compass and a fathometer that barely worked.ò 

     It may have been crude back then, but he made money. He remembers bringing 
the boat in when he was still in high school. ñI looked at my check after unloading, 
factored in the season ahead, and thought, damn! Iôm going to be rich by the end of 
this season! It didnôt exactly work out that way, but when you get a taste of some-
thing like that you spend the rest of your life looking for more.ò 

     His second boat was the Clara B II and he had it for 18 years until it was sunk in a 
tragic hit and run.  While fishing off San Francisco in 2004, a steel boat rammed into 
him at 2 in the morning. With no time to get dressed Henry jumped into action, but 
the other vessel would not relent, and the Clara B II was torn apart. With his boat 
quickly taking on water he was able to get his life raft inflated before slipping on de-
bris and knocking himself temporarily unconscious. Henry woke up just in time to be 
thrown overboard in nothing but his birthday suit. That tragedy set him back mentally and financially and he took some time to 
recover. 

     Henry acquired his third and current boat, the New Dawn, a year after his accident. The boat has been good to him for the last 
20 years, fishing so well that he sometimes feels like it has a mind of its own. ñIôm just like the flea on the back of a dog. The 
boats got a mission, and Iôve just got to get on board, get out there, and do it.ò When heôs out there, part of his passion for the 
work comes from his Catholic faith. ñThe idea of being close to your maker out here, always a miracle.ò 

     Looking ahead, Henry is quick to be hopeful. ñThereôs 
always hope with the ocean.ò He believes the fishery has a 
bright future and that weôve been laying the groundwork 
for success, ñweôre in a down period right now, for sure, 
but things are rebuilding.ò  As a lifelong producer, he 
doesnôt feel like itôs time to hang up his hat. ñI tried to 
retire a couple years ago, but it was like I was selling my 
identity, selling my soul. This is who I am, this is what I 
do. Living the dream, as they say.ò  

     Part of that dream involves teaching the next genera-
tion of fishermen, something he takes pride in. He knows 
if it wasnôt for the old timers who helped him out, he 
wouldnôt be where heôs at today. He may not have appre-
ciated it as much as he could have then, but he does now, 
and heôs committed to paying it forward. Several of the 
deckhands heôs trained have gone on to become successful 
captains and heôs learned patience along the way. When 
asked if he had any advice for other folks just getting 
started or looking to get into the business he said, ñPrepare 
for the worst and hope for the best. You never know 
whatôs around the corner. And say your prayers!ò  

Member Highlight: Living the Dream Through It All 
-WFOA Staff  

Name: Henry DeRonden-Pos 

District: Newport, OR  

-¢ƘŜ bŜǿ 5ŀǿƴΣ tƘƻǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΥ hǊŜƎƻƴ !ƭōŀŎƻǊŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ  
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  Paciýc Fisheries Management Council Recap 
    -WFOA Staff  

     The Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) convened in early June in Santa Rosa, CA to cover a 
number of topics including recent Executive Orders directed at improving commercial fishing competitive-
ness, groundfish management, habitat issues and highly migratory species management. WFOA members 

appointed to the Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS) were briefed on several matters over multiple days and 
worked with council staff, the Highly Migratory Species Management Team (HMSMT) and the HMSAS to provide guidance 
impacting the Council, the State Department, and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).   

     After finishing his first meeting as the representative for Commercial Fisheries North of Point Conception, WFOA member 
Eric Johnson had several take aways. ñIt was a pretty steep learning curve and a very interesting process. Working with the other 
members of the HMSAS helped a lot. I wasnôt sure what to expect but I can see that it is important to have the fishermen per-
spective represented at the Council. I believe nowôs the time for engagement. We have a real chance to be heard and need to be 
doing more to get our voice out there.ò  

    The HMSAS reports and recommendations are available online at June 2025 Decision Summary Document - Pacific Fishery 
Management Council  

     US delegates to the Inter America 
Tropical Tuna Comision (IATTC) in-
formed leadership of the WFOA that the 
finalization of the North Pacific Alba-
core (NPA) harvest control rule would 
not be addressed at the 2025 annual 
IATTC meeting. Instead, the IATTC 
meeting scheduled to take place in Pan-
ama City, Panama this September will 
focus on the impact of a recent Yellow-
fin Tuna stock assessment report and the 
continued negotiations surrounding the 
international management of Bluefin 
tuna.  This unexpected development will 
give the West Coast albacore fleet more 
time to discuss the options for translat-
ing fishing intensity into the harvest 
strategies for NPA and allow NMFS a 
better opportunity to formulate quality 
engagement with the fleet.   

     NMFS recently held a stakeholder 
event to gain insight that would help 
formulate a NPA proposal they would 
be submitting to Regional Fisheries 
Management Organizations (RFMOs) 
meetings this summer. During the April 
25th meeting, NMFS engaged with a 
large group of stakeholders including 
several members of the WFOA. A re-
port on the meeting was presented to the 

PFMC and members of the HMSAS 
had a chance to weigh in. The HMSAS 
report explicitly recommended not 
submitting  a proposal and made sug-
gestions when trying to engage the 
fleet:  

      

     Additionally, the Commercial Troll 
Representative Clayton Wraith took the 
opportunity to provide public comment 
on the matter which highlighted the 
membership feedback he had received 
critical of the workshopðthe im-
portance of starting any conversation 
with why any limitation should be 
placed on a fleet that is having a di min-
imis impact on the stock and how this 
type of international management would 
be enforceable on other countries. You 
can view the councils discussion on this 
matter online. The HMSAS report starts 
here and Claytonôs public comment 
starts here. 

US Delegation Anticipates Delay on Finalization of North Paciýc Albacore Harvest 
Control Rule  

     ñIn preparing for further 
engagement with domestic 
stakeholders NMFS should 
consider providing more clarity 
on (1) how will ñeffortò be 
defined for purposes of 
management, (2) assuring US 
fishery participants that any 
Canadian fishing effort in the US 
EEZ will be attributed to the US 
when establishing our historic 
effort per the US-Canada 
Albacore Treaty (Treaty), (3) 
what this could mean to fishery 
participants if a management 
response is triggered, (4) the 
potential management and 
operational implications of an 
exceptional circumstance.ò  

Missed the stakeholder meeting? 
Contact the oʢce to request any 
of the documents covered: 

         {ƭƛŘŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ 

         .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǇŜǊ 

         L!¢¢/ {ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ  
         /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 5ǊŀƊ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ 

         {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ aŜŜǝƴƎ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 

https://www.pcouncil.org/june-2025-decision-summary-document/#highly-migratory-species-management--toc-769c2f7f-0802-478e-be21-166854ca03c5
https://www.pcouncil.org/june-2025-decision-summary-document/#highly-migratory-species-management--toc-769c2f7f-0802-478e-be21-166854ca03c5
https://www.youtube.com/live/sL1xIUof1Q8?si=DaWqg0O7bNGFSeDb&t=12528
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     Major steps are underway at the in-
ternational level that may shape the fu-
ture of South Pacific albacore (SPA) 
managementðand WFOA is closely 
engaged in monitoring and advocating 
for the U.S. troll fleet throughout the 
process. 

     Earlier this year, the Western and 
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission 
(WCPFC) endorsed a U.S.-led proposal 
to establish a Joint Working Group 
(JWG) between the WCPFC and the 
IATTC. This working group will serve 
as a formal platform for coordination on 
SPA management between the two com-
missions. The first set of draft Terms of 
Reference for the SPA-JWG has been 
released, with a second informal meet-
ing scheduled for July 31, 2025, via vid-
eoconference. 

     The stated goals of the SPA-JWG 
include development of a common har-
vest strategy, improved alignment of 
conservation measures across both re-
gions, joint scientific research, and har-
monized catch and effort limits. Im-
portantly, this collaboration will influ-
ence how SPA is managed across the 
high seas and EEZs in both the Eastern 
and Western Pacific. 

     The Highly Migratory Species Advi-
sory Subpanel (HMSAS), which in-
cludes WFOA representation, has 
strongly supported the U.S. role in lead-
ing this effort. The HMSAS has encour-
aged the Pacific Council to recommend 
that U.S. delegates prioritize West Coast 

fleet interestsð
specifically, recogniz-
ing the low-impact nature of the U.S. 
pole-and-troll fleet and avoiding one-
size-fits-all management measures that 
could inadvertently disadvantage 
American surface fisheries. 

     ñThe U.S.-based SPA surface fish-
ery has a de minimis impact on the 
stock,ò the HMSAS noted in its recom-
mendation. ñThat must be acknowl-
edged in any future management ac-
tions developed under the JWG frame-
work.ò 

     Meanwhile, the WCPFC has also 
scheduled a South Pacific Albacore 
Management Workshop (SPAMWS) 
for September 11ï12, 2025. This virtu-
al meeting will focus on finalizing a 
management procedure and its imple-
menting measure for SPA, intended to 
replace the current measure (CMM 
2015-02) at the WCPFCôs annual 
meeting in December. 

     Key issues still under discussion 
include: 

¶ Whether catch or effort controls 
will be used; 

¶ How to handle mixed-fishery inter-
actions (e.g., with bigeye and yel-
lowfin); 

¶ Compatibility between Eastern and 
Western Pacific data and rules. 

   

Updates will be provided as they devel-
op.  

South Paciýc Albacore: Tracking Key International  

Developments Monthly Oʢce 
Hours 
-WFOA Staff 

~ċƖťШǃŸƨƖШĦċũĲŰĬċƖƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ 
ƖĲůċŔŰŔŰŊШΞΜΞΡШŸǭŔĦĲШőŸƨƖƚа 
 

¶ sƨũǃШΞΥƣő 
¶ ƨŊƨƚƣШΞΡƣő 
¶ ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШШΞΞŰĬ 
¶ §ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΞΤƣő 
¶  ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШШΞΠƣő 
¶ ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШΞΞŰĬ 

     The WFOA will continue to 
hold open office hours the fourth 
Monday of the month from 6am to 
8am. Members are invited to join 
the open video meeting to contrib-
ute input or ask questions.  

     Open office hours are intended 
to maintain an emphasis on organ-
izational transparency, increase 
membership participation, and 
give opportunity for earnest dis-
cussion addressing membership 
perspectives and concerns.  Mem-
bers receive a link prior to the 
meeting and are invited to come 
and go during the two hour time 
period. Participation is encour-
aged during the meeting but not 
required and members are wel-
come to listen-in without directly 
contributing.  

    Feedback on the meetings from 
WFOA members has been posi-
tive with several members using it 
as an easy way to stay engaged. 
ñThis is a great way to have im-
portant conversations. Sometimes 
it feels like official meetings are 
too formal or the stakes are pretty 
high so you have to be careful 
what you say. We need more 
things likes this where we can just 
talk it out and have good conver-
sations,ò said a Newport member.  
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Executive Order Aims to Restore Seafood Competitiveness 

-WFOA Staff  

     In April, President Trump signed 
Executive Order 14276: Restoring 
American Seafood Competitiveness, a 
sweeping federal directive aimed at un-
burdening U.S. fishermen and reviving 
domestic seafood markets. The order 
builds on the Administrationôs 2020 
seafood directive (EO 13921), but 
adopts a more forceful tone, targeting 
not only regulatory delays, but also off-
shore wind development, foreign trade 
manipulation, and expanding import 
controls. 

     Both orders remain in force and col-
lectively outline a strong federal pos-
ture: cut red tape, retaliate against unfair 
foreign practices, and catch more Amer-
ican fish.  

     For the North Pacific albacore fleet, 
several directives are worth watching. 
The EO calls for stabilizing markets, 
enhancing economic profitability, sup-
porting efforts to educate American 
consumers about the health benefits of 
seafood and increasing seafood purchas-
es in nutrition programs. These efforts 

could support long-standing WFOA 
objectives.  

     The 2020 Executive Order (EO) 
emphasized aquaculture expansion, 
regulatory streamlining, and fair trade 
promotion. It created the Seafood 
Trade Task Force and launched the 
concept of ñAquaculture Opportunity 
Areasò with the goal of improving U.S. 
seafood exports and permitting time-
lines. The new 2025 EO takes a harder 
stance. It describes seafood as ñone of 
the most heavily regulated sectors in 
the United States,ò blames ñrestrictive 
catch limitsò and ñoutdated fisheries 
data,ò and calls for a rapid deregulatory 
push. The EO recognizes the current 
state of the American Seafood industry 
by decrying that, ñnearly 90 percent of 
seafood on our shelves is now import-
ed, and the seafood trade deficit stands 
at over $20 billion.ò  The order priori-
tizes a new ñAmerica First Seafood 
Strategyò to strengthen U.S. market 
share and calls for expanded port in-
spections to prevent IUU imports. The 

U.S. Trade Representative is instructed 
to consider retaliatory toolsðincluding 
Section 301 of the Trade Actðto com-
bat forced labor and trade distortion by 
foreign seafood producers.  

     Each Regional Fishery Management 
Councilðincluding the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (PFMC)ðis 
tasked with identifying ways to comply 
with the goals of the EOs and commit-
ting to concrete work plans to meet 
those goals within 180 days of the EO. 
After an in depth briefing from legisla-
tive experts, the PFMC is requesting 
individual advisory panels to submit 
guidance related to their fisheries by the 
September 2025 meeting. The PFMC 
intends to outline those recommenda-
tions and submit them to the Secretary 
of Commerce for implementation within 
the timeframe outlined in the EOs.  

     ñWest Coast albacore fishermen have 
always fished clean and played by the 
rules,ò said Clayton Wraith, Executive 
Director of WFOA. ñThese Executive 
Orders acknowledge the competitive 
imbalance we face with foreign imports 
and recognize the need to have more 
Americans eating the fish we are har-
vesting. The WFOA welcomes any 
meaningful reforms that protect sustain-
ability and restore opportunity for the 
American troll fleet.ò 

     It is important to note that the legisla-
tive language in the EOs has numerous 
references to other agencies, pieces of 
legislation, and appropriation re-
strictions. These caveats may limit the 
applicability of specific ideas related to 
improving the albacore industry. Addi-
tionally, there are a number of designat-
ed interagency communication and eval-
uation requirements that could delay or 
prevent specific actions from taking 
place. WFOA will continue engaging on 
the issue to ensure that implementation 
of these orders aligns with the needs of 
our fleet, promote the profitability for 
our producers, and the conservation 
principles that sustain our fishery for the 
long haul.  
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     The federal government is rapidly 
advancing plans to open U.S. watersð
including areas off the West Coastðto 
potential offshore mineral and energy 
development, following a pair of Execu-
tive Orders issued this spring. 

     On April 24, Executive Order 14285 
directed federal agencies to ñexpediteò 
deep-sea mining efforts for critical min-
erals within the U.S. Exclusive Econom-
ic Zone (EEZ) and beyond. This in-
cludes streamlining permits, mapping 
seabed deposits, and accelerating private
-sector access to seabed mineral re-
sources like cobalt, nickel, and rare 
earth elements. A separate Executive 
Order issued April 8 (EO 14260) seeks 
to block state-level environmental regu-
lationsðsuch as Californiaôs climate 
and coastal protection lawsðthat could 
restrict federal offshore energy projects. 

     In tandem with the Executive Orders, 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment (BOEM) is developing its 11th 
National Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
Oil and Gas Leasing Program, which 
includes all 27 U.S. OCS planning are-
as. For the first time in decades, this 
includes the Pacific Coastðdespite 
longstanding state opposition and Con-
gressional moratoria. 

     Of particular note: On April 30, a 
U.S. subsidiary of The Metals Compa-
ny, a Canadian firm, submitted applica-
tions to NOAA for commercial recovery 
and exploration permits in the Clarion-
Clipperton Zoneð1,300 nautical miles 
south of San Diegoðunderscoring the 
speed at which private actors are mov-
ing under the new framework. 

     While these actions are being mar-
keted as part of a national security and 
energy independence agenda, WFOA is 
tracking the implications for fishing 
grounds and marine ecosystems, espe-
cially in areas where members operate. 
Whenever BOEM initiates public com-
ment processes for future lease sales, we 
encourage stakeholders to stay engaged. 

New EO Pushes to Advance Deep Sea Mining   

-WFOA Staff  
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Congress Renews Push to Reauthorize Magnuson-Stevens Act 
-WFOA Staff  

     The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act (MSA)
ðthe cornerstone of U.S. fisheries 
lawðis once again under consideration 
for reauthorization. Lawmakers in the 
House introduced a new bill in May that 
aims to modernize the decades-old stat-
ute while reinforcing science-based 
management, regional flexibility, and 
economic vitality. 

     The MSA was first passed in 1976 to 
assert U.S. control over fisheries within 
200 miles of the coast and to prevent 
foreign overfishing. It created the re-
gional fishery management council sys-
tem and has been reauthorized twiceð

in 1996 and 2006ðeach time adding 
stronger conservation and rebuilding 
mandates. 

     However, every attempt to reauthor-
ize the law since 2006 has failed. Ef-
forts in 2014, 2015, and 2018 all col-
lapsed amid political gridlock, with 
debates over catch shares, rebuilding 
requirements, and climate provisions 
stalling compromise. Many in the fish-
ing industry have grown wary of 
sweeping changes that could weaken 
local input or overburden small fleets 
with one-size-fits-all rules. 

     The newly introduced billðco-
sponsored by Rep. Jared Huffman (D-

     The 2025 United Nations Ocean 
Conference (UNOC), held in Nice, 
France, closed this month with renewed 
global commitments to sustainable 
ocean governance. Among the many 
international discussions, a significant 
focal point was the release of the Food 
and Agricultural Organizationôs (FAO) 
ñReview of the State of World Marine 
Fishery Resourcesò, which drew clear 
attention to the strengthsðand challeng-
esðof fisheries management world-
wide. For U.S. fishery stakeholders, par-
ticularly those involved in the North 
Pacific albacore troll and pole fishery, 
the report brought welcome confirma-
tion: U.S. fisheries are among the best-
managed on the planet. 

     According to the report, ñamong ma-
jor fishing nations, the U.S. consistently 
stands out for its science-based ap-
proach, monitoring, and enforcement, 
resulting in a relatively high proportion 
of stocks being fished at sustainable lev-
els.ò 

     In a time when global overfishing 
remains a persistent concernðroughly 
35% of assessed marine fish stocks are 
overfished globallyðthe U.S. continues 
to outperform peers in both rebuilding 

CA), Rep. Ed Case (D-HI), and Rep. 
James Moylan (R-Guam) ðfocuses on 
climate resilience, equitable access, and 
improved support for science and data 
collection. It would also require fishery 
managers to consider changing ocean 
conditions when setting catch limits, a 
shift that could significantly affect how 
stocks are managed in the years ahead. 

     WFOA is monitoring the process 
closely. While the bill emphasizes flexi-
bility and sustainability, any statutory 
change could have lasting effects on the 
fleetôs access, accountability, and recog-
nition within federal management 
frameworks. 

depleted stocks and preventing overex-
ploitation. The report also notes that 
while many countries show limited or 
deteriorating performance, the U.S. 
maintains high levels of transparency 
and accountability in stock assessments 
and management outcomes. 

     While the report reaffirms concerns 
over certain tuna stocks, it also clearly 
states that North Pacific albacore is not 
overfished and not subject to overfish-
ing, aligning with the most recent as-
sessments from both the International 
Scientific Committee for Tuna and Tu-
na-like Species in the North Pacific 
Ocean (ISC) and U.S. NOAA Fisher-
ies. This is an important distinction as 
albacore is often lumped into general-
ized concerns over global tuna sustain-
ability. 

     ñStocks such as North Pacific alba-
core remain within sustainable harvest 
limits, with long-term management 
frameworks now adopted by both ma-
jor RFMOs covering the Pacific,ò the 
report states. 

     WFOA has long advocated for sci-
ence-driven, precautionary harvest con-
trol rules, and the current management 
systemðgrounded in recent harvest 

strategy agreements by IATTC and 
WCPFCðis delivering tangible results. 
As the U.N. pushes for greater interna-
tional alignment on climate-resilient 
fisheries, the U.S. system is being held 
up as a model. 

     Beyond recognizing current leaders, 
the conference and report urge all na-
tions to scale up effective fisheries gov-
ernance. This includes addressing IUU 
(Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated) 
fishing, climate impacts on migratory 
stocks, and data deficienciesð
particularly in developing regions. 

     ñDespite significant gains in some 
regions, many of the worldôs major fish-
eries are still managed with insufficient 
data or weak enforcement, making them 
vulnerable to collapse,ò the report 
warns. 

     For the U.S. albacore fleet, this glob-
al context matters. The sustainability of 
our fishery depends not only on sound 
domestic policy, but also on the interna-
tional frameworks in which we operate. 
The U.N. reportôs praise affirms the ef-
fectiveness of U.S. leadership in those 
spaces and reinforces the need for con-
tinued vigilance in worldwide enforce-
ment.  

UN Report: U.S. Fisheries Among Best Managed in the World  
-WFOA Staff  
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     Starting in July, the WFOA will re-
sume its weekly Monday Market Re-
ports to support the North Pacific alba-
core fleet throughout the 2025 season. 

     These in-season updates will include 
current market prices, fishing condi-
tions, weather trends, and timely regula-
tory informationðall aimed at helping 
members make informed decisions and 
stay connected across the coast. 

     Reports will be sent by email each 
Monday. WFOA members and support-
ing members are encouraged to contrib-
ute updates from their region, including 
observations from the grounds or notes 
on buyer interest. All submissions are 
voluntary and will be treated confiden-
tially. 

The Lowdown on Monday Market Reports 
-WFOA Staff  

Send  
any     
season  
information  
you�¶d like to share  
conýdentially to: 
 
info@wfoa-tuna.org or  
text (ʴʳʰ) ʶʱʸ-ʯʲʳʳ 

     ñFor the most part, the feedback we 
get on these reports is overwhelmingly 
positive,ò said Executive Director 
Clayton Wraith. ñSome folks question 
the value or may not agree with certain 
details, and I understand that. But my 
hope is that the reports provide some-
thing usefulðespecially for fishing 
families trying to plan their seasons.ò 

     WFOA has provided in-season up-
dates in various forms for decades, and 
the Monday Market Reports continue 
that tradition using more accessible 
tools and faster communication. For 
2025, the WFOA will verify any sub-
mitted price information before includ-
ing it. If multiple data points differ, the 
report will show a range based on the 
most current and reliable inputs re-
ceived. 

     The success of these reports depends 
on participation from the fleet. If you 
have information to shareðor simply 
want to be part of the conversationð
reach out to the WFOA office. Every 
perspective helps strengthen this re-
source for the entire fishery. 

 

In an eʡort to continue collecting 
useful data on our þeet, we will be 
sending out another mid-season 
survey this year. These surveys 
provide us with invaluable infor-
mation that we use in wide ranging 
discussions that help accurately 
tell the story of our ýshery.  

When the time comes, please take 
a few minutes to answer questions 
ranging from water conditions and 
ýshery trends, to crew dynamics 

and economic viability.  


