
Obtaining an IMO Number 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) published a final rule that became effective June 12, 2023 which requires cer-
tain vessels to have an International Maritime Organization (IMO) number.  (See the final rule here:  https://
www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/05/12/2023-09966/international-fisheries-western-and-central-pacific-fisheries-
for-highly-migratory-species-fish) 

You may have a received a letter like the example below. 

 

*Jason Philibotte’s number is 

correct, but his voicemail has 

not been updated. You may 

also contact the Natural Re-

source Management Specialist 

Rini Ghosh at (808) 725-5033 

or Rini.Ghosh@noaa.gov 
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Obtaining an IMO Number 

• To obtain an IMO number start here: https://imonumbers.ihs.com/ 

This will take you to the following screen:   

• The first step is to register by clicking the Register Now button  

 This will take you to the following screen: 

https://imonumbers.ihs.com/


Obtaining an IMO Number 

• Enter your email, organization (enter your name or business, if applicable), and a password. Your password must have at least 
one capital and one lowercase letter. Enter the validation code on your screen and then hit the Register button.  

 

• This will trigger an email to be sent to the email address you provided. When you receive the email click the link provided to 
confirm your account.  



Obtaining an IMO Number 

• When you click on the link to confirm your account you will be taken back to the IMO site where you can log in. 

 

Log in to the site using the information you signed up with. After clicking the Log In button you will be taken to the IMO Identification 
number site. 



Obtaining an IMO Number 

• To proceed with requesting an IMO number for your vessel you will need to click on the Go To Ships button 

 

• From here you can choose to complete the required form online, via Word doc, or fillable PDF. If you want to complete the form 
via Word or PDF you’ll need to email the completed form to ship.imo@ihs.com  



Obtaining an IMO Number 

• After submitting your completed form  the approval process can take up to 8 business days. Once your form has been processed 
a letter will be emailed or mailed to you with the IMO number assigned to your vessel.  

 


